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A Brilliant Theologian by the name of Paul Kretzmann sums up Christ’s purpose for the 
Sermon on the mount beautifully.

“The section of Matthew's Gospel included in chapters 5-7 is one of the most beautiful 
and impressive in the entire New Testament. In the simplest language, but with singular 
force and pertinency Jesus here gave a summary of His moral teaching, the doctrine 
"of the fruits and good works of a Christian," as Luther writes. For the Sermon on the 
Mount is not the proclamation of the Gospel, but preaching of the Law. To awaken and 
promote the realization and the sense, not only of comparative weakness and 
insufficiency in spiritual matters, but of a total and utter inability to think and speak and 
act in conformity with the holy will of God;  to bring about the humiliating, but 
incidentally the most blessed conviction as to one's being wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked in spiritual things, Rev. 3, 17; and to teach the regenerated 
that without Him we can do nothing, and thus lead them on the way of true 
sanctification: that was the object of Christ in delivering this wonderful sermon.”

As Jesus preaches the Law there are several things we must be aware of about the law 
of God.

Even though the Law reveals our sinful nature, God’s law is always for us.

However, it always stands against our sin.

God’s holy Law is for us in that the Law…

• Reveals God’s perfect Holiness
• It brings order out of chaos
• It informs us and teaches, as believers in Christ Jesus, of God’s will for our 

life.

God's Law stands against our sin in that it…

• Shows us the magnitude of our sin
• Shows us our need for a Savior
• And it reveals our inability, apart from Christ, to do anything that pleases God.

Jesus seeks to birth humility and tenderness in the hearts and minds of those who hear 
His words.

So that the unsaved realize their great need for a Savior, and that greater humility and 
dependency will be birthed into the heart and minds of those who are saved.

Either way, Jesus seeks to birth humility and a total dependency on God and His mercy.  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1. God places a high value on humility.  

Matthew 5:1-5 (ESV), “Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 3 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 “Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit 
the earth.” 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 
be satisfied. 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called sons of God.” 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
• Poor in Spirit = (an idiom, literally ‘poor in spirit’) Someone who is humble with 

regard to their own capacities. 
• This person owns the reality that apart from Christ, they can do nothing. 

They are absent of all and any pride or self-sufficiency. This type of 
person is totally and entirely dependent on God and His mercy. 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

• Those who mourn = To experience sadness or grief as the result of depressing 
circumstance. 

• Jesus here describes those who mourn because they realize their 
spiritual poverty; grieving over the barrenness of their sinful nature that 
separates them from God.  

• This type of person realizes their hopeless state without the mercy of 
God. And even though they grieve over their sinful nature, they are 
always comforted, resting in the extravagant mercy of God and the hope 
that lies in the promised Messiah, Jesus. 

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” 

• The meek = Describes someone who is gentle and mild. 
• Jesus here describes a person who is totally and entirely trusting in God 

and their heart is not filled with any self-righteousness, pride, or 
conceit. 

Blessed are those who Hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
• Hopefully the previous words have done their work on your heart. All of us 

should realize that we are absolutely and totally lost and without hope without 
the mercy of God and the promise of the Messiah, the salvation of Christ. 
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• It leads us to realize that there are only two types of righteousness in this 

world. 
• Self-righteousness that leads to condemnation. 
• God’s righteousness, which is the only righteousness that can save. 

When a person realizes this, God’s righteousness is revealed, and those 
who are in Christ Jesus, His righteousness is credited to you and you 
are saved, you are satisfied! Because in Christ, you are free! 

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
• Jesus here describes someone who loves others with a selfless Biblical, 

covenant love. 
• Those who walk in the selfless love of Christ will receive God’s abundant 

mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

• This is about motives. It is why humility is necessary for the believer. 
• Those who seek to honor God as an act of worship will see God move in and 

through their life and ultimately see God in Heaven for all eternity. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

• Paul Kretzmann states this… “The disciples of Jesus are children of peace: 
they not merely have peace in their own souls through purity, they are not 
merely peace-loving, but they are active, strenuous promoters of peace in the 
midst of a world torn asunder by hatred, party interest, and every form of 
alienation." 

• These are people who place the needs of others as more important than their 
own, Just like Jesus did, as He took our place on the cross of Calvary. 

Study Questions: 
1. Discuss which of these statements of Christ sticks out to you and express why? 

________________________________________________________ 

2. Those who proclaim the Gospel will be persecuted. 

Matthew 5:10-12 (ESV), “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is GREAT in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.”  
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1 John 5:4-5 (ESV) For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And 
this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes the 
world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  

Study Question: 

1. How does verses 10-12 encourage you as a believer in Christ Jesus? 

What we take away: 

1. God values our willingness to admit our helplessness without Him and Christ’s 
salvation. He desires humility to be a core characteristic of a disciple of Christ. 

2. Motives are very important to God, and they should be to us as well. 

3. Genuine Christianity will be persecuted, but the eternal reward is worth it!


