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(continued from page 1) It means we must be willing to commit to honor 
one another across generations, and not just focus on what we believe is 
right or best in regards to church ministry. Moving forward as an          
intergenerational church will take commitment, sacrifice, and much prayer 
on our part. This fall you will hear about some opportunities and events 
that will help us take steps towards becoming more of an                     
intergenerational community.    

Think of the opportunity we have to be light in a culture that tends to be 
self-centered and hyper-focused on my wants and desires rather than 
seeking to honor others above yourself (Romans 12:10). Moving forward 
as an intergenerational church gives us an opportunity to grow in our   
understanding of what it means to honor one another across generations. 
Let’s commit to be an intergenerational community of Jesus followers who 
together are living on mission to Love God, Love People, & Make Disciples 
of Christ. 

 
In Christ,  

Pastor Ben 

 

For more on what it means to be an intergenerational church, listen to 
Pastor Daniel Keinanen ’s message from August 3rd titled  “An               
Intergenerational Church Moves Forward.” www.hopechurchmn.com/
teaching 

Giving Online?  

To maximize your gift, and minimize fees, please consider giving through a bank 
account (ACH transfer) rather than a credit or debit card when donating.   



So here I am, trying to put an article together as it’s already 2 days past due…(sorry 

Carrie!)  I knew the deadline was coming up, but I really did not want to write        

anything, so I kept delaying it until it was too late.  Why do I do this?  Why do we do 

this in general?  So I Googled what does the Bible say about procrastination.   

The next two paragraphs are taken from https://www.gotquestions.org/

procrastination-Bible.html.  I encourage you to read the whole article as it gets into 

spiritual consequences of procrastinating sharing the gospel or reconciling with      

others.   

Procrastination is “the act of willfully delaying the doing of something that should be 

done,” and in some people it is a habitual way of handling any task. While the word 

itself is not found in the Bible, we can find some principles to help guide us. 

Sometimes, procrastination is the result of laziness, and the Bible has plenty to say 

about that. The Bible commends hard work and industry (Proverbs 12:24; 13:4) and 

warns against sloth and slackness (Proverbs 15:19; 18:9). One cure for                

procrastination is more diligence, regardless of the task. The Christian should be     

supremely motivated to be diligent in his work, since he is ultimately serving the 

Lord. “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 

men” (Colossians 3:23). If we put our hearts into our work, as this verse says to do, 

we will probably find it difficult to procrastinate too much. 

What would happen if we all memorized Colossians 3:23. Not only that, but what if we 

posted them on our desks at work, on our fridges, in our cars, etc.   We would be    

reminded that in every task we have, every conversation, in every aspect of our 

lives,, we are do it as if we were working directly for the Lord.   

Lord help us to keep this verse on our minds and to do everything for you.   

In Christ, Mike Kozicky  

ELDER REPORT-PROCRASTINATION 





Mission Update – The Great Commission – Why aren’t 

we all involved? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This illustrates what I see as two realities.  One we live in; the other we read about in the Book of the Acts of the       

Apostles.  The first questions are: Does this make any difference to us?  Does it make any difference in what we expect 

our church to be?  Does it make any difference in what we would like our lives to be like? 

If it does, then there are other questions to ask:  Why is there a difference in the results of the two diagrams?  Is there    

anything we can do to become more like the model that the first disciples gave us in Acts? 

There are so many things that keep us in the traditional church model.  It is the way we live our lives.  It is our          

expectations.  It is what we have been taught and what we teach.  It is our culture.  To do things differently would mean 

that we would have to embrace the most painful word in the English language:  “change!”  Change means we have to 

both unlearn things and relearn things differently.  It means our priorities of life change.  It means that how we spend our 

time changes. 

One of the interesting facts about people who come to the Lord from non-Christian backgrounds is that they embrace the 

teachings of the Bible much more readily that those who have grown up in the church.  The truths and challenges in the 

scriptures excite them and draw them to want to do what they read about.  When they first come to follow Jesus, all they 

know is what the Bible teaches them, not unlike the first disciples, who just had the teaching of Jesus to follow. 

If a person embraces the teachings of Jesus and model of the disciples in Acts, the world around them begins to change.  

At first the change is small, but the changes grow exponentially.  How do I know?  I have seen it.  Others have seen it.  It 

is exciting, but yes, it is painful.  Jesus said, “in this world you will have troubles, but I have overcome the world.” (John 

16:33) 

Take a few moments to consider Matthew 28:18-20 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore [having gone – 

Gk.] make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,     

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

Where to start?  Jesus said, “If you love me, you will obey my commands.”  I think that is a good place.  Learn a        

command of Jesus, obey it.  Then learn another and repeat the process.  What resources will you need?  Start with a      

Bible, it contains the word, and the word was with God and was God (Jn 1:1).  If you do this with one or two others,    

Jesus said he would be there with you (Mt 18:20).  He said his Father would send you the Holy Spirit to teach you all 

things and bring to mind all his commands (Jn 14:26).  Furthermore, Jesus who has all authority, will be with you until 

the end of this age (Mt 28:18, 20). 

 

Jim Lilly 
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