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Christ-MAS: Discovering the

BY PASTOR BEN SOLLIE

This Christmas season my family and I will be lgnite Kids
traveling to Ecuador, South America, where I lived PAGE 3
until I was eighteen. To say that we are excited about

this trip is an understatement. It's been twenty-four Ignite Youth

years since I last visited and I'm really grateful that PAGE 4
my family gets to see and experience where I grew :

up.
P Young Adults

As we prepare for our trip, we've tried to be more PAGE 5
intentional at speaking Spanish in our home. A

Spanish word many are familiar with is “mas”. Mas Mission Update
is the word for more. The Christmas season is PAGE 6
filled with more:

More money spent. Christ-MAS (cont)
More busyness. PAGE 7

More eggnog.
More stress.
More travel. PAGE 8
More family gatherings and expectations. Belonging

For many, this season becomes a season of excess—
and sadly, a season where our hearts feel empty. Yet
as followers of Jesus, the very heart of what we
celebrate this season is Christ-MAS. Christ-MAS
invites us to discover the “more” of Christ. It's a
better and deeper kind of more than what culture
throws at us. While culture calls us to consume more,
Jesus calls us to receive more.

Winter Events
PAGE 9

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and
the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his
name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”. -Isaiah 9:6

(Continued on Page 7)
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Wednesday night kids program is off to a great

start! God has answered our prayers for more

male leaders. We have 5 young men helping out

this year and a total of 12 leaders. Our leaders

are energetic and full of love for the kids. What
a blessing! We have had 20 kids attend so far,
and look forward to welcoming more as the

year progresses.

will learn how God can change our hearts and

make us new. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he

is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come.”

2 Corinthians 5:17

Trunk or Treat

[ would say Trunk or Treat was a complete success! It
was so fun to see some familiar faces of kids | have
the privilege of teaching on Wednesdays. It was even
more exciting to see some new faces and to be able
to come to the church for an event that the Lord can
work through to reach them. It was so encouraging
to see all different generations of the church coming
together to serve as the hands and feet of Christ and
serve the community through the volunteers and their
kindness and love towards the families coming
through. What a blessing it is to be at a church that
has so many people willing to serve and spread the
light and love of Jesus. ~Norabelle Kozicky




YOUTH MI NI STRY UPDATE

Back in August, Hope Church hired me as new youth dire
name is Andrew Carlson and | married, Mi r i, the most a
t wo months ago, God blessed us with our wonder f ul dau
greatest blessing yet. I am so thankful that God woul d
father.

en | was in high sé&dhoodddainidi kol Il egyas worthy of rece
essings. [ struggled a | ot with questions about my
ied to find my identity in many different things: b
en being a believer. Guess w@whhdtl? blecfaalisleed ama salma ko fr
the whole time, God stildl |l oved me and was guiding
rrendered to His wild.l in my |Iife and foll owed wher
e College, where God completely changedf mymhesameon
sed on himself mored thto saoamebnegwkbsknows that he
d and noticed by the God who made this worl d, pl ac
n my @amowbemb. Through this identity shift, | was abl
c h. When | was hired as Youth Director, I knew exa
|l e today are struggling with theirtr identity and ar
desires for us to care more about what He thinks o
do. Our identity is the foundation for i ntimacy with
identity, kil |l your intimacy, and destroy your destiny
students to make them question who they are and whose
a place where they can grow in their intimacy with Go
ot hers who have faced trials and experienced the snare
body of Christ, to Il ean on one another and to trust one

A few weeks ago our Youth Group had the opportunity t
enjoyed their time there and shared with me that t hey

| eader, I |l oved watching them each night pour their he
to the sypietakwas one of the gWweatxpterbleeaseidngsn Iyout h mi
|l ove other campers and |ive out what God <calls wus to
pl ayed a game called Red America. This game simul ates |
Christian is illegal. Al | the | eaders were police/guar
means necédswarwere supposed to be mean andgoaablr awasv et o -
hi dden <church, bring Bibles to it, and spread the Gos
who tried to run, |l ie about not being Christians,d bgnimt
Youtdhbl ew my mind. They were some ofvet Reebolsdesnt i @hrtihs
shared the Gospel with me fearlessly, l oved me despite
chall enged t hdm naankde diitdneasy for t hem, but they genuin
about Hi m.

I share this as an encouragement: God is moving in ou
t hem, and they desire Him too! | am Sso excited for w t

bl essed and overjoyed to help them and to see them run
continues to_ do!
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Bl essings,
Andrew Carl
Yout h Direc



MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Community, bonfires, and
oh my!

pumpkin carving,

This fall has been filled with lots of fun fall
activities. We have had such a great turn

out of around 40y

attending Hope and it has been such an

encouraging season to see our Young

oung adults who are

adults hungry for serving and for God’s
word on Sunday mornings. It has been so
cool to see how the Lord is working in
cach of our YA's lives

PRAYER REQUESTS

Plcasc be in prayer for our YA
missionarics (Ellen Dalager and Jocy
Richardson) as they are continuing to
serve in Ukraine and Paraguay,
respectfully.

Plcasc also be in prayer for our YA
community, that we can find a place for
cvery person between the age groups and
different scasons of life while also coming
together and growing together as a group.
Lastly, please pray that our YA’s will
continue to long to be in community with
onc another and with the Lord.
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ntinued from page 1)

s Christmas | pray we woul d cemotoeofplvahaet
US OHers us:

e peace. More hope. More joy. More | ove.
e presence, nhot presents.

e wonder, not more worry.

e simplicity, not more things.

e of Chri st

nvite you
toget her

Christ,

-Pastor Ben

DID YOU
KNOW

to join us at Hope Church thi
we emo soeod v eCrh MELls et

DO YOU NEED PRAYER?

DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST OR AN ANSWER TO PRAYER
THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH OUR PRAYER TEAM?

WE WOULD LOVE TO PRAY FOR YOUR CONCERNS AND
CELEBRATE ANSWERED PRAYERS! SCAN QR CODE, EMAIL
OFFICE@HOPECHURCHMN.COM, OR CALL 612-521-3547 X2001.

THANKYOU FORENTRUSTING US
WITH YOUR REQUESTS AND PRAISES!

an



Bel ong-Sagn Monseth

Bel onging tod Chabost hoeow well we perform or
any given ddanyat la ché&cknaotsta mnbod. When
somet hi ng, it starts to shape how wes mwohvet,
means to belong&tmoChimpiestf oEmpmnesence. | We ne
Him by faith. Hi s death Gandustesahaegéti bde
becamar story. Through that wuni on, our ol d
Hi m. The striving, otthhee yguiolste, tthheei rf egarri p. £
pl ace? Rest .-dRemlrnestoul Rest i n His presence
But &l ete howestorget this al.l t he ti me. We
the first song even starts, our minds are f
shoutidmwant us. We start | i sting failuresa
humi |l i& yuonhel i ef &ndbe herutledrnt adi nperdi. dd ftuli stno
agree with what He says about you.

Wher@® our fdsugdgdebhor sied fdtelsoso often, we s
i n headlfirgphztesn by our owmwhmrewortthrei nnehsosl e t i
calling us t o | ook up. Wor ship was neve

seldexami nat@omeaht to be a celebration of r
I's that Christ already did everything neede
great wal l of enmity between u¥ownwhdocower &
have been brought near by Efpthee shlam@d 237 8 (o
reproach before His throne.

No condemnati on. No accusation that can st a
Wed e been washed. Covebéedr Mhtde etkeeantyd
scowling over @gursniillawsg.. BReern oiioowgemg . e phaéni
3:17 says thatdHeéoyadthealwlayy dances) oV¥ar sHi s
aréenot broken orphans performing &Gorapprohkhil

bel oved sons and daughter s, fully ad@&pt rea
perf or ma®&ce;eiintg bor ® aganenw natur e, and ne
new mind.& Thermore s@&rexmjogingt He went th
|l engths to make us His own, tearing down e\
bring us home. And when that truth finally
becomes wonder. Guilt turns to gratituidehel
but fr edaikn otunte best pPposserbhbeawaphpebatours al
maybe &hwhat belonging really | ooks | i ke: L

gaze entir &ltyheonmOnki mvho calls us c¢clean, cov



‘ A ND VARIE
Tuesday, December 9/| 6:00pm

Please brihg a dish according to your last name
A-H: Side Dish 1-N: Appetizer O-Z: Salad
y /

We also ask that EVER)@ONE ,‘Lrings 6 cookies or bars.
/ L h

/s

Yy,

THE PARTY 7
STARTS AT KX |y

6PM
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